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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 21 November 2006 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claims 

1. Claims 1-8, 11-35, and 38-72 are pending with claims 9-10 and 36-37 cancelled 
and claims 1-8, 63 and 66-72 elected. 

WITHDRAWN REJECTIONS 

2. The 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph rejections of claims 1-8 and 63 of record 
in the Office Action mailed 21 July 2006, page 2, paragraph 2 have been withdrawn due 
to Applicant's amendments in the Paper filed 21 November 2006. 

3. The 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) rejections of claims 1 and 6-8 as being anticipated by 
Littmann et al. (US 5,512,337) of record in the Office Action mailed 21 July 2006, page 
2, paragraph 3 have been withdrawn due to Applicant's amendments in the Paper filed 
21 November 2006. 

4. The 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) rejections of claims 1 and 7-8 as being anticipated by Kai 
(US 4,543,279) of record in the Office Action mailed 21 July 2006, page 3. paragraph 4 
have been withdrawn due to Applicant's amendments in the Paper filed 21 November 
2006. 

5. The 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejections of claims 2-5 and 63 as being unpatentable over 
Littmann et al. (US 5,512,337) in view of Kai (US 4,543,279) of record in the Office 
Action mailed 21 July 2006, page 4, paragraph 5 have been withdrawn due to 
Applicant's amendments in the Paper filed 21 November 2006. 
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NEW REJECTIONS 



6. Claims 1, 6-8 and 66-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Littmann et al. (US 5.512,337). 

Regarding claims 1 and 66-72, Littmann ('337) teaches a tearable thermoplastic 
resin film (coL 6, //. 53-67 and i 5) having a plurality of substantially parallel spaced 
apart linear scratches formed on one surface of the film (See col. 7, IL 59-64 and FIG-I 
wherein scratches #30 repeat), wherein the scratches extend the entire length of the 
film and are evenly spaced apart from each other over the entire width of the film (See 
coL 7, //. 59-64 and FIG-I wherein scratches #30 are evenly spaced and are over the 
entire width of the film.). 
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The phrase "wherein said linear scratches enable tearing the film 
substantially straight from any point along any of said plurality of linear 
scratches" in claim 1, lines 7-9 is not given any patentable weight since the applicant is 
introducing use limitations into the product claims (see MPEP 2173 (q)). 

The phrases "wherein said film is produced by a method for forming said 
substantially parallel linear scratches on a thermoplastic resin film, comprising the steps 
of: bringing said film into sliding contact with a roll or plate having a plurality of hard fine 
particles on the surface thereof, and pressing said film onto said roll or plate by film- 
pressing apparatus" in claim 66, line 2-10, "wherein said fine particles have a Mohs^ 
hardness of 5 or more" in claim 67, lines 2-3, "wherein said fine particles are fine 
diamond particles" in claim 68, lines 2-3, "wherein said film- pressing apparatus is an 
air-blowing device" in claim 69 lines 2-3, "wherein the pressure of an airflow blown onto 
said film by the air-blowing device is 0.05 to 5 kgf/cm^" in claim 70, lines 2-4, "wherein 
air is blown from a blower or a nozzle of the air-blowing device" in claim 71 , lines 2-3 
and "wherein said film- pressing apparatus is a brush brought into sliding contact 
with said film" in claim 72, lines 2-4 are process limitations in product claims and 
hence not given any patentable weight since patentability of a product does not depend 
on its method of production (see MPEP § 2173.05(p)). 

Regarding claim 6, Littmann ('337) teaches a film further having a multiplicity of 
uniformly located fine penetrating and/or non-penetrating pores (col. 5, /. 56 - coL 6, /. 

7y 
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Regarding claim 7, Littmann ('337) teaclies a film wherein the film is a single- 
layer film or a laminate film (col. 6, II. 53-57). 

Regarding claim 8, Littmann ('337) teaches a film wherein the laminate film comprises 
at least one film layer having the linear scratches, and a sealant film layer (col. 5, II. 56 
to col. 6, 1. 7 and col. 6, II. 53-57). 

7. Claims 1, 7-8 and 66-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kai (US 4,543,279). 

Regarding claims 1 and 66-72, Kai ('279) teaches a tearable thermoplastic resin 
film (col. 3, II. 20-28) having a plurality of substantially parallel spaced apart linear 
scratches formed on one surface of the film (col.5, II. 51-52 and FIGS, #3), wherein the 
scratches extend the entire length of the film and are evenly spaced apart from each 
other over the entire width of the film (See FIGS, wherein #3 extend the entire length 
and are evenly spaced.). 



FIG. 6 
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Regarding claim 7, Kai ('279) teaches a film wherein the film is a single-layer film 
or a laminate film (col. 3, II. 21-28). 

Regarding claim 8, Kai ('279) teaches a film wherein the laminate film comprises 
at least one film layer having the linear scratches, and a sealant film layer (See col. 3, II. 
21-28 wherein the additional layer of the laminate Is Interpreted as being the sealant 
layer.). 

ANSWERS TO APPLICANT'S ARGUMENTS 

8. In response to Applicant's argument (p. 25, para. 4 to p. 29, para. 1 of Applicant's 
Paper filed 21 November 2006) that LIttmann ('337) and Kai ('279) do not teach the 
amended claims and new claims 66-72, it is noted that Littmann ('337), as discussed 
above, teaches a tearable thermoplastic resin film (col. 6, II. 53-67 and I. 5) having a 
plurality of substantially parallel spaced apart linear scratches formed on one surface of 
the film (See col. 7, II. 59-64 and FIG-1 wherein scratches #30 repeat^), wherein the 
scratches extend the entire length of the film and are evenly spaced apart from each 
other over the entire width of the film (See col. 7, II. 59-64 and FIG-1 wherein scratches 
#30 are evenly spaced and are over the entire width of the film.). 

Furthermore, as discussed above, Kai ('279) teaches a tearable thermoplastic 
resin film (col. 3, II. 20-28) having a plurality of substantially parallel spaced apart linear 
scratches formed on one surface of the film (col. 5, II. 51-52 and FIG-6, #3), wherein the 
scratches extend the enfire length of the film and are evenly spaced apart from each 
other over the entire width of the film (See FIG-6, wherein #3 extend the entire length 
and are evenly spaced.). 
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9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brent T. O'Hern whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0496. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-2172. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Brent T O'Hern 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 
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